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DETAILED ACTION 


Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed on August 1 , 2005. Claims 1-9 
were originally received for consideration. Per the received amendment, claims 1 ,3, 
and 6 are amended, and claims 2 and 7-9 are cancelled. Claims 1 , and 3-6 are 
currently being considered. 


Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, and 3-6 have been considered 
but they are not considered persuasive because: 

Regarding amended claim 1, the applicant argues that the CPA, Gurantz (U.S. 
Patent 5,936,660) and Ushiyama (U.S. Patent 6,349,140), do not teach the limitation of 
"at least two processing pathways for descrambling first and second scrambled signals, 
each processing pathway comprising respective first and second management means 
for driving the conversion of the first and second scrambled signals." Gurantz teaches 
independent chains containing "independent tuning, demodulation, and video 
decompression chain for each independently operating television set" (column 2 lines 
43-47). These independent chains providing the operations of tuning, demodulating, 
and descrambling, which are asserted to be equivalent with providing independent 
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processing pathways which provide a descrambled signal. The limitation of providing 
two different management means to drive the conversion of the first and second 
scrambled signals is believed to be present in the secondary reference of record 
(Ushiyama). Ushiyama teaches a system wherein scrambled signals are received and 
output as descrambled signals to a plurality of televisions (Figure 4). There are at least 
two different subscriber terminal units (converter boxes), which operate in a 
master/slave relationship. The two boxes are both capable of requesting channels 
(column 4 lines 4-39), though the request is relayed through the master box, and 
therefore, both have their own management means. Therefore, a new rejection is 
formulated below using the same CPA in response to the amended claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , and 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Gurantz (U.S. Patent No. 5,936,66) in view of Ushiyama (U.S. Patent No. 

6,349,140). 

Regarding claim 1, Gurantz discloses: 

A pay-per-use communication device, in particular for television pictures. Gurantz 
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discloses 

"at least two input intert'aces for receiving first and second scrambled signals 
bearing information subject to pay-per-use" (Figure 3 item 102, column 4 lines 3-17, 
column 4 lines 27-47), where the scrambled signal is received from a cable drop or 
other video source and is received at one of multiple tuners and wherein a plurality of 
scrambled signals are received at a plurality of converter boxes at a household 
premises and transformed into unscrambled signals which are sent to a plurality of 
television sets, 

"at least two processing pathways able to undertake the conversion of the first 
and second scrambled signals and provide the descrambled signals to at least two 
output interfaces" (Figure 3 item 102, column 4 lines 3-17, column 4 lines 27-47), 
where the scrambled signal is received from a cable drop or other video source and is 
received at one of multiple tuners and wherein a plurality of scrambled signals are 
received at a plurality of converter boxes at a household premises and transformed into 
unscrambled signals which are sent to a plurality of television sets, 

"An access control module able to cooperate with a memory card for conditioning 
the operation of the at least two first processing pathways" (Figure 3 item 110 and item 
116, column 3 lines 16-27) where a conditional access unit (access control module) is 
used in conjunction with a smart card (memory card) to store user access entitlements, 
and 

Gurantz does not explicitly disclose "the at least tow processing pathways 
comprising first and second management means for driving the conversions of the first 
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and second scrambled signals, and in that first management means is arranged to 
communicate with the access control module to activate the conversion of the first 
scrambled signals, and the second management means is arranged to communicate 
with the access control module by way of the first management means to activate the 
conversion of the second scrambled signals." Ushiyama teaches a system wherein 
scrambled signals are received and output as descrambled signals to a plurality of 
televisions (Figure 4). There are at least two different subscriber terminal units 
(converter boxes), which operate in a master/slave relationship. The two boxes are 
both capable of requesting channels (column 4 lines 4-39), though the request is 
relayed through the master box, and therefore, both have their own management 
means. Gurantz and Ushiyama are analogous arts as both pertain to receiving a 
scrambled television signal and descrambling the signal before distributing it to a 
plurality of television sets. Using two management systems as disclosed in Ushiyama 
would be beneficial in an environment of Gurantz because, as Ushiyama states, it 
provides a system "allowing the user to see pay channel programs with a plurality of TV 
receivers or the like in the house of the subscriber at a moderate cost" (column 2 lines 
6-10) and further provides the capability of a user in a different room to view request 
and view a pay channel without being doubly charged (column 1 lines 46-61). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the at least two management means of Ushiyama in the 
descrambling environment of Gurantz to achieve the cost benefits and flexibility of 
requesting pay channels at any room in a building. 
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Claim 3 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Gurantz does not explicitly 
disclose "the first management means are devised, on the one hand, to receive from the 
access control module, at predetermined time intervals, first and second control 
messages, for the respective conversions of the first and second scrambled signals, 
and, on the other hand, to transmit the 5aid second control messages to the second 
management means." Ushiyama teaches a system wherein scrambled signals are 
received and output as descrambled signals to a plurality of televisions (Figure 4). 
There are at least two different subscriber terminal units (converter boxes), which 
operate in a master/slave relationship. The two boxes are both capable of requesting 
channels (column 4 lines 4-39), though the request is relayed through the master box, 
and therefore, both have their own management means. Gurantz and Ushiyama are 
analogous arts as both pertain to receiving a scrambled television signal and 
descrambling the signal before distributing it to a plurality of television sets. Using two 
management systems as disclosed in Ushiyama would be beneficial in an environment 
of Gurantz because, as Ushiyama states, it provides a system "allowing the user to see 
pay channel programs with a plurality of TV receivers or the like in the house of the 
subscriber at a moderate cost" (column 2 lines 6-10) and further provides the capability 
of a user in a different room to view request and view a pay channel without being 
doubly charged (column 1 lines 46-61). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the at least two 
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management means of Ushiyama in the descrambling environment of Gurantz to 
achieve the cost benefits and flexibility of requesting pay channels at any room in a 
building. 

Claim 4 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 3, Furthermore, Gurantz 
discloses: 

Device according to claim 3, wherein "the first and second management means 
respectively comprise a first and a second processor, v\/hich are devised so as to 
respectively drive first and second descrambling modules for descrambling the first and 
second scrambled signals" (Figure 3, column 4 lines 4 - 48), where a plurality of 
scrambled signals are received at a plurality of converter boxes at a household 
premises and transformed into unscrambled signals which are sent to a plurality of 
television sets. 

Claim 5 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 4. Furthermore, Gurantz 
discloses: 

Device according to claim 4. Gurantz does not explicitly disclose "the first 
processor is able to drive the second processor according to a protocol of the 
master/slave type." Ushiyama does disclose "a first processor driving a second 
processor according to a master/slave type protocol" (Figure 4, column 2 lines 26 - 50), 
where Ushiyama discloses a parent subscriber unit terminal (master) comprising a 
control unit which controls the switching of the descrambled information descrambled by 
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the descrambling units of the parent (master) or the child (slave) units. Gurantz and 
Ushiyama are analogous arts as both pertain to receiving a scrambled television signal 
and descrambling the signal before distributing it to a plurality of television sets. The 
master/slave protocol used in Ushiyama would be beneficial in an environment of 
Gurantz because, as Ushiyama states, the master/slave relationship provides a system 
"allowing the user to see pay channel programs with a plurality of TV receivers or the 
like in the house of the subscriber at a moderate cost" (column 2 lines 6-10) and further 
provides "an information receiving system for allowing the number of subscriber terminal 
units controlled by a center to be decreased, thereby reducing the load of the 
processing performed by the center" (column 2 lines 1 - 5). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
the master/slave relationship of Ushiyama in the descrambling environment of Gurantz 
to achieve the cost benefits and the reduced load of the processing performed by the 
distribution center provided by this relationship. 

Claim 6 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 4. Furthermore, Gurantz 
discloses: 

Device according to claim 4, wherein "the first and second input interfaces are 
linked to means for receiving radio frequency waves" (column 2 lines 35-43), where the 
input interfaces can receive signals from a cable drop or a satellite (RF waves), and in 
that 

"The first and second processing means respectively comprise frequency 
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converters each adapted to a polarization of the radio frequency waves transmitted by a 
satellite" (Figure 3 items 104, 106, 108, column 4 lines 19-48), where the signal is 
received by the tuner, then demodulated, decompressed, modulated and sent to a 
plurality of television sets. 


Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kaveh Abrishamkar whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3786. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


KA 

10/13/05 
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